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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
. Attn; The Under Secretary of the Air Force 


SUBJECT: WS-117L Program 


As announced yesterday, ARPA has inaugurated & program to 
develop a number of systems and techniques which will be employed in the 
operation of space vehicles, This program, known as DISCOVERER, will, 
in accordance with the wishes of the Administration, include not only the 
THOR leunchings Previously associated with the WS-117L Progrem, but | 

 Miented: tinued to include similar:projelts that ar ) not. operationally 2%: 
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vw The Mist ‘such project consists of the THO icles and ‘ateccigiea eee 


© Goste previously carried as’ part of the W5-117 L'program;~ Henceforth, 5+ 
_ the project will bé known as DISCOVERER-THOR Project and it will be eee 
necessary to establish the identity of this project separate from the WS-117L 


tinctions in view of the Common items involved and that the divie 
will have fo be madé “GHA statis istical rather thas an aCEounting bi‘si 
Further, it will be’necessary that separate developmen pisns® 
and Progress reports be submitted, An ARPA Order 
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Consistent with the separation of these programs, we are tentatively 
re-allocating our FY 1959 monies so as to show approximate} aid 
allocable to DISCOVERER-THOR Project and QM allocable to the ma 
SENTRY program, Similarly, for FY 1960 we have allocated! to: 
DISCOVERER-THOR project tothe SENTRY program, — . 





In response to your memerandum of November 17, and in confirma. 
tion of our several conversations on the subject, the Secretary of Defense 


be operated by : 
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Noting your citation of the many factors involved, ARPA!, actions 
Or request for action relating to both DISCOVERER-THOR Project and the 
SENTRY program, will be communicated to the Secretary of the Air Force, 
Attc: The Deputy Chief of Staff, Development, with copy to the Assiste-: 
Secretary of the Air Force for Research and Development, 
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